Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; R factor = 0.023; wR factor = 0.056; data-to-parameter ratio = 24.2.
In the polymeric title complex, {[Ni(C 2 H 5 NO 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ]Cl 2 } n , the Ni II atom lies on an inversion center and is in a distorted octahedral NiO 6 configuration, with four carboxylate O atoms from four zwitterionic glycine molecules forming the equatorial plane and two water O atoms occupying the axial positions. The Cl À counterions lie in the interstices. The Ni II complexes are linked into polymeric sheets parallel to the bc plane. These sheets are then further connected into a threedimensional network by O-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁCl and N-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds, together with weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For values of bond lengths and angles, see: Allen et al. (1987) ; Shannon (1976) . For related structures, see, for example : Fleck & Bohatý (2005) . For background to the application of nickel complexes, see, for example : Ferrari et al. (2002) ; Kasuga et al. (2001) ; Lancaster (1998) ; Matkar et al. (2006) ; Liang et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2005 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2003) . (Lancaster, 1998) . Nickel complexes have been the subject of intense study in recent years mostly due to their biological significance such as antitumor and antibacterial activities (Matkar et al., 2006 , Kasuga et al., 2001 . Several nickel complexes have been found to inhibit proliferation of diverse cancer cells (Ferrari et al., 2002; Liang et al., 2004 , Matkar et al., 2006 . Based on the significant biological role played by nickel complexes, we have synthesized several nickel complexes and herein, we report the preparation and crystal structure of the title complex which is isomorphous with catena-poly [[[diaquanickel(II) (Fleck & Bohatý, 2005) .
In the molecular structure of the polymeric title complex, {[Ni(C 2 H 5 NO 2 ) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ]Cl 2 } n ( (Fleck & Bohatý, 2005) and are also similar to the Ni-O distances observed in ionic compounds (Shannon, 1976) . Other bond lengths and angles observed in the structure are also normal (Allen et al., 1987) . In the glycine zwitterion, the carboxylate group is slightly twisted from the C1/C2/N1 plane with torsion angles O2-C1-C2-N1 = 167.23 ( (Table 1) into polymeric sheets along the [010] direction (Fig. 3) . These sheets are furthered connect to the interstial Cl -ions by O-H···Cl and N-H···Cl hydrogen bonds to the water molecules and amino groups, respectively forming a three-dimensional network (Table 1 ). The crystal is stabilized by O-H···O, O-H···Cl and N-H···Cl hydrogen bonds, together with weak C-H···Cl interactions (Table 1) .
The title complex was synthesized by heating under reflux a 1:2 molar mixture of nickel(II) chloride hexahydrate, NiCl 2 .6H 2 O (0.2377 g, 1 mmol) and glycine (0.1503 g, 2 mmol) in water (30 ml) for 3 h. A green transparent solution was obtained and allowed to cool to room temperature. Green single crystals of the title complex suitable for X-ray structure determination were obtained after a few days of evaporation. Mp. 442-443 K.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement H atoms were located in difference maps and refined isotropically. The highest residual electron density peak is located at 1.74 Å from O1W and the deepest hole is located at 0.72 Å from Ni1.
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering. Symmetry codes for the (A) -x, -1/2 + y, -1/2 -z, (B) -x, 1/2 + y, -1/2 -z and (C) -x, -y, -z. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none
Special details
Experimental. The low-temperature data was collected with the Oxford Cyrosystem Cobra low-temperature attachment. supplementary materials sup-6 
